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WHY IS THIS RACE IMPORTANT?
VA-02 is considered to be one of the most 
competitive congressional districts in Virginia. 

The current State House of Delegates 
representative Mark Dudenhefer is retiring, 
so the Republican candidate will have no 
incumbent advantage. 

The district also has a history of swinging left. 
Dudenhefer was unseated by democratic 
challenger Michael Futrell in 2013, and he only 
narrowly defeated his opponent Joshua King in 
2015. 

DISTRICT RESOURCES
Websites
Register to Vote in Virginia: 
elections.virginia.govcitizen-portal/index.html
Prince William County: www.pwcgov.org
Stafford County: www.staffordcountyva.gov

Newspapers
The Washington Post: www.washingtonpost.com
Free Lance Star: www.fredericksburg.com/news/
local/stafford
Bull Run Observer: www.bullrunobserver.info

PAST RESULTS
2015 Election Results
Mark Dudenhefer (R) 5,839  50.50%
Joshua King (D)  5,714  50.50%
 
2016 Election Results
Hillary Clinton (D) 19,147  56.65%
Donald Trump (R) 12,743  37.70%

CANDIDATE RESOURCES 
Candidate: Jennifer Carroll Foy 
SDP ActBlue link: https://secure.actblue.com/
donate/sd_va02 

Her website: www.jennifercarrollfoy.org
Her Twitter: https://twitter.com/JCarrollFoy
Her Facebook: www.facebook.com/
JenniferCarrollFoy

2017 TIMELINE 
October 16: Deadline to register to vote (general)
October 31: Deadline to request absentee ballot 
November 7: General Election

ABOUT THE CANDIDATE
Jennifer Carroll Foy is a public defender, where 
she represents some of Virginia’s most vulnerable 
citizens, including adolescents, the indigent and 
the mentally ill.  She is also an adjunct professor at 
Northern Virginia Community College. 
 
Jennifer was born and raised in Petersburg, Virginia. 
She earned a full scholarship to Virginia Military 
Institute and enrolled in the third class of female 
cadets to attend the historically all-male college. 
One of the reasons she chose to attend VMI was 
that she believes women should be afforded the 
same educational opportunities as men. 
 
After VMI, she received her Master’s degree, her 
law degree, and she served as a Magistrate in 
Richmond. 
 

Jennifer Foy for VA-02



Blue + Red for  a Bluer Tomorrow. |  www.s isterdist r ic t .com

One of Jennifer’s proudest contributions to her 
community was her creation of the Foundation for 
Foster and Orphan Children, a 501(c)(3) organization 
that builds a better future for foster and orphan 
children. Foy was a foster parent herself for many 
years.  
 
Foy has dedicated her life to public and community 
services and she is not one to back down from 
doing what is right for the people in her community.  
She will continue to fight for sustainable change. 

JENNIFER ON THE ISSUES
Education
Jennifer believes that public education has a direct 
impact on the economy and helps raise families out 
of poverty. To maintain a strong public education 
system, she wants to increase teacher salaries, 
champion early childhood education, and reinvest 
in public schools so they can remain competitive. 
 
Women's Rights 
Foy supports equal pay for equal work, and she will 
fight for women’s rights to unrestricted access to 
affordable care, including reproductive services.  
 
Immigration Reform 
Foy believes that current immigration policy is 
not working, especially on a diverse county like 
Prince William where ethnic and racial groups 
can be negatively stigmatized. She supports 
comprehensive immigration reform that is 
consistent with our country’s values and legislation 
that permits undocumented drivers to obtain 
licenses, which will both increase revenue and 
make streets safer. 
 
Criminal Justice Reform
As a former magistrate and a public defender, 
Foy knows from experience that "smart-on-crime" 
initiatives are more effective and cost efficient than 
"tough-on-crime" practices. She supports policies 
that will end the school to prison pipeline, the 
decriminalization of possession of marijuana by 
adults, and eliminating the suspension of licenses 
for failure to pay fines and fees. 
 

Transportation
 As a daily commuter, Foy understands the effect 
that traffic has on businesses and the quality of life. 
She will work to find viable transportation solutions, 
such as extending the metro into Prince William 
County, extending HOV lanes and improving 
secondary roads in the county. 
 
Environment
Jennifer knows that climate change threatens our 
environment and our economic future. She will 
support laws that encourage the production of 
electricity from renewable energy and challenge 
businesses to engineer solutions that will reduce 
carbon output. 

HISTORY OF THE SEAT
Mark Dudenhefer (R) was unseated by democratic 
challenger Michael Futrell in 2013, and he only 
narrowly defeated his opponent Joshua King in 
2015.
 
According to Vpap.org, The 2011 redistricting had 
a major effect on VA-02. Their map shows that the 
district moved East across the state to to a more 
densely populated area South of Washington 
D.C. In that move, it also became significantly less 
Republican. The party lost 6.2 percentage points.

ABOUT THE DISTRICT 
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District 2 comprises part of Prince William and 
Stafford counties. Both counties are located on The 
Potomac River. Prince William County, with over 
450,000 residents is the second most populous in 
Virginia. Stafford County was founded in 1664. 
George Washington is rumored to have chopped 
down the famous cherry tree here, and it played a 
role as a distribution hub in the Civil War. 

LEGISLATURE
The Virginia General Assembly is the state 
legislature of the Commonwealth of Virginia. The 
Virginia General Assembly is the oldest legislative 
body in the Western Hemisphere. Its existence 
dates from the establishment of the House of 
Burgesses at Jamestown in 1619. The General 
Assembly is a bicameral body consisting of a lower 
house, the Virginia House of Delegates, with 100 
members, and an upper house, the Virginia State 
Senate, with 40 members.  

The House is presided over by the Speaker of 
the House, who is elected from among the House 
membership by the delegates. The members 
are elected for terms of two years; and these 
elections take place during odd-numbered years. 
Each member represents about 90,000 residents. 
District lines are drawn after the Census every 10 
years so that each Delegate represents the same 
number of Virginians. The Speaker is almost always 
a member of the majority party and, as Speaker, 
becomes the most powerful member of the 
House. The House is divided into Democratic and 
Republican caucuses. In addition to the Speaker, 
there is a majority leader, majority caucus chair, 
minority leader, minority caucus chair, and the 
chairs of the several committees of the House.
 
The annual salary for delegates is $17,640 per year. 
Candidates for office must be at least 21 years of 
age at the time of the election, residents of the 
districts they seek to represent, and qualified to 
vote for General Assembly legislators. The regular 
session of the General Assembly is 60 days long 
during even numbered years and 30 days long 
during odd numbered years, unless extended by a 
two-thirds vote of both houses.
 
From 1992-2013, the Democratic Party was 

the majority in the Virginia State House of 
Representatives for the first four years while the 
Republicans were the majority for the last 14 years.
Major issues facing the Virginia General Assembly 
in 2015 were job creation and education, the 
latter being especially important to Republicans; 
Democrats were especially focused on gun control 
issues. But, both parties expressed their desire to 
work towards improving Virginia’s economy.

REDISTRICTING IN VIRGINIA 
The governor signed into law a state legislative 
redistricting plan (www.washingtonpost.com/local/
politics/virginia-assembly-approves-new-legislative-
maps/2011/04/07/AFRjhrxC_story.html?utm_term=.
a4ba10f9b849)  on August 29, 2011. In 2014 and 
2015, the legislature made attempts to modify the 
districts that were approved in 2011. The governor 
vetoed each of these bills.
 On December 22, 2014, opponents of the newly 
drawn map filed suit in the United States District 
Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, alleging 
that 12 state legislative districts constituted an 
illegal racial gerrymander. According to the Oyez 
Project at the ITT Chicago-Kent College of Law, the 
district court rejected this argument:
 
“The district court held that the plaintiffs did not 
establish that race was the predominant factor in 
the creation of 11 of the 12 challenged district. The 
district court also held that, although race was the 
predominant factor in the creation of one district, 
in doing so the General Assembly was pursuing a 
compelling state interest and its use of race was 
narrowly tailored to serve that interest.”
—Oyez (www.oyez.org/cases/2016/15-680), ITT 
Chicago-Kent College of Law
 
The plaintiffs appealed this decision to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, which agreed 
to hear the case (Bethune-Hill v. Virginia Board of 
Elections www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/
bethune-hill-v-virginia-state-board-of-elections) on 
June 6, 2016.
 
In the 2015, session of the Virginia General 
Assembly, the state Senate passed three 
nonpartisan redistricting bills, all of which died in 
the House.
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Jennifer Carroll Foy / VA HD-2 / Stafford - DC Metro 
Talking Points 

                                              
Jennifer Carroll Foy    www.vpap.org/offices/house-of-delegates-2/redistricting/         2016 Presidential Race - Precinct results 
 
How Close is this Race? 
November 2016 Presidential Race     2013 House of Delegates Race 

Clinton  Clinton % Trump  Trump %   Futrell (D)   Democrat % Dudenhefer (R)     Republican % 

15,629 55.8% 11,009  39.3%  8,189 50.6% 7,966 49.2% 

 
Background: Democratic Candidate Jennifer Carroll Foy 
As a public defender, she represents adolescents, the indigent, and the mentally ill. 
She was one of the first female graduates from Virginia Military Institute. 
She created the Foundation for Foster and Orphan Children and is a foster parent herself. 
 
Why this Race Matters most: 
Jennifer Foy is working on behalf of the citizens of District 2. With the incumbent Republican not running and a majority 
Democratic electorate, this race has a strong chance of having a Democrat elected, if Democrats show up to the polls. 
 
Why Democrat Jennifer Carroll Foy? 
She wants to strengthen education by reducing classroom size, make early childhood education available for everyone, 
and increase teacher pay. 
She will protect women's rights, access to health care, and equal pay for all women.  Progress that has been made is 
under fire by the Republicans. 
Transportation will be her priority; extending the Metro to Potomac Mills, extending HOV lanes of I-95, and improve 
secondary roads in our area. 
 
Why NOT Republican Michael Makee? 
After researching for policy positions, it is clear Michael is not articulating his policy positions. 
He is a very recent transplant to HD2 and has stated he has limited knowledge of the issues of local government. 
He is the Treasurer of the Stafford County Republican Committee which has a platform of anti-choice, cutting government 
spending, and against Medicaid expansion and the jobs that would bring to the state. 
 
Side by Side on Key Policy Issues: 
 Democrat Position Republican Position 

Education 
 

Reinvest in our schools to remain competitive and prepare 
the future generation. Increase teacher salaries. Champion 
for early childhood education. 

Wants to cut government spending. 

Women's rights Equal pay for women and access to health care for all. Unknown but supports Stafford County 
Republican platform which is against a 
woman’s right to make her own healthcare 
choices. 

Transportation Extend the metro into Prince William County; fight for greater 
Virginia Department of Transportation funds to extend HOV 
lanes and improve secondary roads in our area. 

Plans to “work to solve our transportation 
problems” without providing details besides 
wanting to cut government spending. 

 

http://www.vpap.org/offices/house-of-delegates-94/redistricting/
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How We’ll Win in 2017: Democrat Jennifer Carroll Foy About the Republican Candidate: Michael Makee

In 2016, Clinton carried this district by over 16 points. The incumbent Republican saw the writing on the wall and 
dropped out. It’s time for the majority Democrats in this District to be represented by a progressive in 2017!

Jennifer Foy has dedicated her life to 
public service. She is a public defend-
er and represents some of the Com-
monwealth’s most vulnerable citizens 
including adolescents, the indigent and 
the mentally ill.  In addition, she is an 
adjunct professor at Northern Virginia 

Michael Makee (pronounced Mackie) retired as Naval Commander 
after 20 years and is the Republican replacement candidate in Vir-
ginia’s House District 2. The 47-year-old Naval Academy graduate 
stepped in after Laquan Austion dropped out of the race.

Makee moved to Stafford with his wife two years ago and is the 
father of six children ages 12 to 24. He serves on the Stafford 
County Utilities Commission and is the treasurer of the Stafford 
County Republican Committee.

Makee served in the U.S. Navy for more than two decades, includ-
ing stints in both Iraq and Afghanistan. This is his first run for po-
litical office. Makee retired from the Navy in 2012, and then came 
back to the U.S. from Germany. He’s now a government contractor 
specializing in ballistic missiles.

Makee, so far has taken no policy stances aside from parroting 
familiar GOP tropes like “controlling spending” while boldly 
proclaiming himself “pro-education” and “anti-traffic.” In ap-
proaching these issues, Makee has stated that it will be import-
ant to control spending by prioritizing projects and looking for 
creative solutions that “don’t break the bank or put undue strain on 
the community.” He stated that he only knows the military side of 
government and “now I will learn how the state and local side of 
the government.”

Issues
She is passionate about and will fight for these issues: 
1) Strengthen education by reducing classroom size, make early 
childhood education available for everybody and increase teacher 
pay. “I will work to ensure higher education maintains its afford-
ability. If we have an educated, well-prepared workforce, our 
district is more attractive to businesses and we will have lower 
unemployment.”
2) Protect women’s rights. “I will vigorously protect women’s 
rights and access to health care. I will also work hard for wom-
en’s equality in pay. Advocacy on this issue is at an all-time high 
because there is a concerted effort to reverse much of the progress 
made regarding women’s rights.”
3) Improve the economy and job growth. To achieve the Ameri-
can dream, everyday working people must be able to afford to put 
food on the table. I will work towards raising the minimum wage 
to $15 an hour. I would also work for incentives for small busi-
nesses, focus on economic development along the Route 1 corridor 
and work to improve our infrastructure to create more jobs.
4) Improve transportation. “I will fight to get the Metro down to 
Potomac Mills, use Virginia Department of Transportation dollars 
to extend HOV lanes of I-95 deeper into Stafford County and 
improve secondary roads in our area.”

Potential Strengths: Makee’s military service could be attractive 
to some voters. His lack of issue specifics could make him seem 
relatively benign and be misinterpreted as defining him as a mod-
erate, thus broadening his appeal. He says education and traffic are 
important to him, which are hot button issues in this district. He is 
well connected in the local Republican party which could translate 
into needed support for a late entry candidate.

Potential Weaknesses: He has entered the race very late because 
the original GOP candidate had to drop out. He will have less time 
to fundraise and build a campaign presence on the ground and on 
social media. His reliance so far on the canned GOP talking point 
of controlling spending may signal a preference for charter schools 
and a lack of investment in infrastructure. As a member of the 
Stafford County Republican Committee, he has not contradicted 
endorsing their anti-choice platform and their insistance on cutting 
government investment and spending in the community.  He is also 
a recent transplant, having moved to the area only two years ago 
and admits to having little familiarity with the issues or the local 
government of Distrct 2. He has publicly stated he has no “major 
political aspirations”. 

www.jennifercarrollfoy.org no website, Facebook, or Twitter handle at time of publication.

Community College. She has also served as a magistrate judge in 
Richmond. Prior to that, she practiced law as a litigation associate. 
Jennifer was born and raised in Petersburg, VA.  Upon graduating 
from Petersburg High School, she earned a full scholarship to 
Virginia Military Institute and became one of the first females to 
graduate from the historically all-male college. She then earned a 
Master’s degree with honors from Virginia State University. She 
taught briefly before earning a law degree from Thomas Jefferson 
Law School. 
To date, one of her proudest contributions to the community is the 
creation of the Foundation for Foster and Orphan Children.  The 
organization’s mission is to help build a better future for foster 
and orphan children in Virginia and beyond. She has been a foster 
parent for many years.  She lives in Woodbridge, Virginia with her 
husband, Jeffrey Foy.
Her work on behalf of the citizens of Virginia gives her a clear 
understanding of the needs of the Commonwealth, especially of 
District 2 where she lives. 
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VA HD-2: Facts & Stats
Nearby Population Centers

(may include population outside district)
• Marumsco: 37,610
• Cherry Hill: 16,630
• Neabsco: 13,260
• Triangle: 8,930
2016 Presidential Results

• Clinton: 15,629 (55.8%)
• Trump: 11,009 (39.3%)
• Johnson: <<Johnson votes> (2.8%)
• McMullen: 339 (1.2%)
• Stein: 226 (0.8%)
• Registered, didn’t vote:  17,439 (38.4%
2015 House of Delegate Results

• King (D): 5,714 (49.5%)
• Dudenhefer (R): 5,839 (50.5%)
• Registered, didn’t vote: 30,412 (72.3%)
2014 US Senator Results

• Warner (D): 8,605 (52.4%)
• Gillespie (R): 7,509 (45.7%)
• Sarvis (L): 309 (1.9%)
• Registered, didn’t vote: 25,112 (60.5%)
2013 House of Delegates Results

• Futrell (D): 8,189 (50.6%)
• Dudenhefer (R): 7,966 (49.2%)
• Registered, didn’t vote: 24,227 (60.0%)
2013 Governor Results

• McAuliffe (D): 8,304 (53.31%)
• Cuccinelli (R): 6,553 (42.07%)
• Sarvis (L): 690 (4.43%)
• Registered, didn’t vote:  (%)
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VA HD-2: Better Know the District

Geography & Environment

District 2 is a part of the Washington D.C. 
Metro Area bisected by Prince William and 
Stafford counties. Its entire western border is 
the Potomac River and major cities are Quan-
tico and Marumsco. A central focal point 
of the district is the Quantico Marine Corps 
Headquarters which houses the USMC’s pri-
mary training facility as well as the principal 
research and training facility of the FBI, and 
the principal training facility for the Drug En-
forcement Agency (DEA). The northern part 
of the district is also home to the Occoquan 
Bay National Wildlife Refuge.

Citizenry

The population of HD2 is overwhelmingly 
young with children, college age and young 
adults comprising 64% of the population, and 
only 36% over 40-65+. It ranks 5th highest 
in the state for the youngest children under 
18 with 29% of the total. Roughly 50% of 
the population is White, 23% Black, 18% 
Hispanic, and 6% Asian. The white popu-
lation is dispersed throughout the district, 
while the black population is primarily in the 
Cherry Hill and Triangle areas. The Hispanic 
population is primarily in the Marumsco area, 
having a 16% Catholic population. The Asian 
population lives closer to the metropolitan 
D.C. area and leads the district’s median 
income average at $99K annual household 
income.
Education

The educational level of the residents aged 
25 or older closely mirrors VA averages: 42% 
have degrees higher than high school level 
and, of those, 30% have Bachelor’s degrees 
or above.  46% have high school diplomas, 
and 12.2% have no high school diploma. Dis-
tinctions between race are dramatic when it 
comes to lack of a high school diploma with 
Asians at only 3%, but Hispanics at a dismal 
42% with no high school degree at all. The 
Quantico effect in the District also impacts 
education levels with an impressive 52.2% of 
the armed forces having a bachelor’s Degree 
or higher.

Economy

The primary employer in District 2 is the 
U.S. government which employs more than 
18% of the labor force, or twice the average 
number in the rest of the state. Professional, 
scientific, and technical services add another 
11% to the workforce. Adding another 10% 
in healthcare and 9% construction, the impor-
tance of government-related jobs is para-
mount. Government and related work adds up 
to almost 50% of the jobs across the district.   
Of people aged 25 to 64, an average of 61% 
are employed, another 10.4% are in the 
Armed Forces, 5% are unemployed, and 24% 
are not in the work force. Approximately 6% 
of the families are on food stamps, which is 
only about half the average across the state.

Sources

• statisticalatlas.com/state-lower-legislative-dis-
trict/Virginia/District-2/Overview
• www.vpap.org/offices/house-of-delegates-2/
redistricting/
• www.countyhealthrankings.org/app/virgin-
ia/2017/rankings/prince-william/county/outcomes/
overall/snapshot2011 Redistricting map (orange is new)

2016 election results

Transportation

Transportation remains a big issue within the 
district as increasing number of federal and 
high-tech commuters clog the commuting 
corridors. Long, slow commutes in District 2 
with single drivers are much higher than the 
norm for Virginia as well:  62% for PW and 
52% for Stafford counties versus only 38% 
single drivers across Virginia. With Interstate 
95 paralleling two-thirds of the District’s 
length, this is a long, very apparent concern.

Health Status

The leading causes of death for men in 
Virginia are cancer and heart disease. Most 
recently, opioid addiction has become one of 
the largest public health problems across the 
state--more Virginians die every year from 
an overdose than in automobile accidents. In 
HD2 specifically, residents of Stafford and 
Prince William County suffer fewer prema-
ture deaths than average for Virginia and the 
US, they smoke less and have a higher rate 
of physical activity than average for Virginia. 
Air pollution is higher than the norm for Vir-
ginia, and long commutes with single drivers 
are much higher than the norm. There is a 
shortage of healthcare primary care providers 
compared to Virginia (patient to provider 
ratio is 3330:1 vs. about 1320:1). In addition 
to opioid addiction, a health issue of great 
concern in both counties is adult obesity with 
30% of the population affected, and addition-
al 16-19% affected by excessive drinking.
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On March 1, 2017, the Supreme Court of the 
United States issued its ruling (www.nytimes.
com/2017/03/01/us/politics/supreme-court-virginia-
house-delegates-gerrymandering.html)  in Bethune-
Hill v. Virginia Board of Elections, finding that the 
district court “employed an incorrect legal standard 
in determining that race did not predominate in 11 
of the 12 districts.” For these 11 districts, the high 
court remanded the case to the district court for 
reconsideration. The court ruled 7-1 on the case. 
Justice Anthony Kennedy penned the court’s 
majority opinion, which was joined by Chief Justice 
John Roberts and Associate Justices Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor, 
and Elena Kagan. Associate Justice Samuel Alito 
concurred in the judgment, filing a separate 
opinion. Associate Justice Clarence Thomas filed 
an opinion that concurred in part with the majority 
opinion and dissented in part. Kennedy wrote the 
following in the court’s majority opinion:
 
“The challengers first argue that the District 
Court misunderstood the relevant precedents 
when it required the challengers to establish, as 
a prerequisite to showing racial predominance, 
an actual conflict between the enacted plan 
and traditional redistricting principles. The Court 
agrees with the challengers on this point. ... The 
challengers submit that the District Court erred 
further when it considered the legislature’s racial 
motive only to the extent that the challengers 
identified deviations from traditional redistricting 
criteria that were attributable to race and not to 
some other factor. In the challengers’ view, this 
approach foreclosed a holistic analysis of each 
district and led the District Court to give insufficient 
weight to the 55 percent [black voting age 
population] target and other relevant evidence that 
race predominated. Again, this Court agrees.”
—Associate Justice Anthony Kennedy
Meanwhile, the Supreme Court affirmed the 
district court’s ruling in the case of the remaining 
challenged district (District 75), arguing that the 
lower court’s ruling was consistent with Alabama 
Legislative Black Caucus v. Alabama (www.nytimes.
com/2015/03/26/us/justices-side-with-black-
lawmakers-in-alabama.html) , a case decided 
by the high court in 2015. Alabama Legislative 

Black Caucus v. Alabama established that “where 
a challenger succeeds in establishing racial 
predominance, the burden shifts to the State 
to ‘demonstrate that its districting legislation is 
narrowly tailored to achieve a compelling interest.’”


