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As a journalist, Del. Chris Hurst has been a fierce advocate for families struggling for 
access to mental health care and equality in education for students with special needs. 
He has investigated the reasons why Virginia’s workforce must adapt for the careers of 
the future, documented the dramatic rise of child abuse and opioid addiction, and held 
government leaders accountable while showing how first responders are left without 
vital resources.

However, Chris decided to leave journalism and run for office after recovering from a 
profound tragedy. In 2015, he was just beginning a new life with his late girlfriend, Alison 
Parker when he found himself on a different path after Alison and Adam Ward’s murder 
on television shocked him and the country.

His career in news was fulfilling, but instead of asking questions, he became focused on 
finding solutions. The district’s continued prayers and support gave Chris the strength to 
move forward and be a courageous fighter for all Virginians.

As delegate, Chris has continued to fight tirelessly to increase access to and resources 
for mental health care, voted to ensure gun safety laws are put in place, and has been an 
advocate for quality and affordable schools with adequately paid teachers. He has fought 
to bring jobs to the 12th District and protect land and water from outside industries and 
pollution. If reelected, he will continue to courageously fight for all Virginians.

Read more on Chris’ website.
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Election Timeline

May 17
Deadline to register to vote 
(primary)

October 11
Deadline to register to vote 
(general)

May 28
Deadline to request 
absentee ballot (primary)

October 22
Deadline to request 
absentee ballot (general)

June 8
Election (primary)

 
November 2
Election (general)
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On The Issues
Broadband

Over the past two years of Democratic state control, the state of Virginia has contributed 
more than $100 million in grants to localities to lay down fiber optic cables and increase 
access to broadband. While Chris is proud of this work,  he believes there’s much more to 
be done to ensure that every Virginia resident has access to quality internet. 

School Construction and School Funding

The state of virginia has put in more than $500 million in new funding for k - 12 schools 
over the past two years. If reelected, Del. Hurst will continue those investments to 
ensure that every Virginia student has access to a good and safe education. 

Affordable Housing

In Virginia’s 12th District, the typical home sells within 48 hours of being placed on 
the market, which shows a shortage of housing in general, and an even more severe 
shortage of affordable housing. Chris is committed to finding ways of increasing housing 
affordability in the district. 

Legislative Accomplishments

During his second term in the legislature, Del. Chris Hurst has worked with the 
Democratic majority to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment.They have also expanded 
medicaid to hundreds of thousands of residents, raised the state’s minimum wage to 
$15 per hour, ended the death penalty and legalized marijuana. They have implemented 
criminal justice reform, covid recovery measures, and a 5% pay raise for teachers. Del. 
Hurst is proud of what they have accomplished and excited to continue improving the 
state during his next term. 

Why This Race Is Important

In just four years, Democrats have seen an impressive and almost unprecedented swing 
to majority, with more than 20 seats gained over two election cycles. With gains so 
recent, Republicans are eager to take advantage of this dynamic, where characteristically 
moderate “bellwether” districts ebb and flow to give way to national political trends, 
waiting for the pendulum to swing back in their favor. The 2021 House of Delegates 
elections are sure to be a test of Democrats’ ability to hold Trump Era gains in a post-
Trump climate.

http://www.sisterdistrict.com/candidates/chris-hurst
https://www.npr.org/2020/01/15/796754345/virginia-ratifies-the-equal-rights-amendment-decades-after-deadline
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About The District

Virginia’s 12th House of Delegates district is located in Giles, Montgomery, and Pulaski 
counties and includes the city of Radford. It is represented by incumbent Democrat  
Chris Hurst.

Nested Congressional Districts: VA-9: R+19

About the Opponent 

The Republican candidate running against incumbent Democrat Chris Hurst is Jason 
Ballard. While running as a moderate, Ballard uses Trumpian talking points throughout 
his website, showing that if elected, he will be just another vote for the hard right. If 
elected, he is committed to implementing school choice policies, which often increases 
racial segregation, and rolling back all gun safety reforms. He also states that he will 
“oppose ‘cancel culture’” in all of its forms. 

Past Results in the the District 

2019 HOD
Democrat: 11,135, 53.56%
Republican: 9,643, 46.39%

2017 HOD
Democrat: 12,495, 54.44%
Republican: 10,458, 45.60%

2017 Gubernatorial
Democrat: 12,337, 53.78%
Republican: 10,206, 44.49%

2016 Presidential
Democrat: 16,062, 47.72%
Republican: 15,069, 44.77%

Demographics 

Population: 83467
Households: 30,327
% Over 65: 11.70%
% White: 82.7%
% Black: 5.10%

% Latin: 2.90%
% Asian: 6.3%
% Other: 2.7%
Median Income: 43,986
% Poverty: 30.80%

% Unemployment: 3.00%
% College Grad: 52.00%
% High School Grad: 39.0%
% No HS Grad: 9.00%

http://www.sisterdistrict.com/candidates/chris-hurst
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/668753
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/668753
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Why Virginia Is Important 

Current Control: Democratic Trifecta (since 2020)
Gubernatorial Election: 2021
Length of House of Delegates term: 2 years
Redistricting: Congressional and State Legislative districts are drawn by a 16-member 
commission comprising state legislators and citizens
Sister District Target: Blue Hold

Redistricting & Gerrymandering 

The Commonwealth has long faced the consequences of political gerrymandering. 
District boundaries have been a hot topic of conversation in past years. In 2020, the 
Virginia legislature voted to create a bipartisan committee to handle the creation of new 
electoral maps; Bipartisan redistricting is now in the hands of a 16 member committee 
which was on a tight timeline to use 2020 census data to announce adjusted districts for 
the upcoming House of Delegates elections in November 2021. The original plan had the 
committee producing new maps by April 2020, but delayed census data from the federal 
government has made new maps in time to give the state board of elections, localities, 
and partisans time to effectively prepare for and hold elections unlikely. As of now, the 
most likely scenario remains that 2021 will see no new maps, instead districts will remain 
the same this year with new districts only taking effect in 2023. 

Resources

Website: https://hurst4delegate.com/  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChrisHurstForVirginia
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ChrisHurstVA 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/chrishurstva/ 
SDP ActBlue Link: https://www.instagram.com/chrishurstva/
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