BONNIE WESTLIN

MINNESOTA STATE SENATE | DISTRICT 34

Bonnie Westlin is running to flip Minnesota Senate District 34. She is a small business
owner, with her own law practice where she focuses on family law and mediation. She

is eager to bring her much-needed skill as a negotiator to the Minnesota Senate. Bonnie
knows that the state needs leaders who will focus on inspiring cooperation rather

than fueling divisive and corrosive politics. As a single mom and grandmother, Bonnie
understands the struggle of providing not only for her own education and career, but for
her son’s education and her family’s well-being.

Bonnie is running on a strong platform to expand access to high quality, affordable healthcare and public
education in Minnesota. She knows that access to affordable, high-quality healthcare has always been a
significant challenge. With the current COVID-19 crisis, healthcare continues to be the top concern on everyone’s
mind. Minnesota has a remarkable legacy of healthcare innovation, fostered by the University of Minnesota and
the Mayo Clinic. But as this crisis has shown us, quality care is not uniformly accessible in the state. As someone
who purchases individual health coverage for herself and her son, she knows firsthand how difficult it is to pay
high premiums, deductibles, and high prescription drug costs.

She also believes that public education must be fully funded from early childhood through high school, including
special education services. Strong public schools empower every student to be well prepared for success at work,
at home, and in community life. COVID-19 has exposed the inequities in Minnesota’s public education system,
including food security and access to technology and broadband internet. Having lived the struggles of many
Minnesotans, Bonnie has what it takes to address these issues at home and around the state. She is energized to
get to work on these and so many other vital issues that are priorities for citizens across Minnesota.
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ON THE ISSUES

EDUCATION HEALTHCARE
Bonnie will work to eliminate the achievement/ Bonnie wants to uphold “the Minnesota Model” of
opportunity gap, expand learning opportunities, and healthcare delivery as a way to make our healthcare
ensure that Minnesota continues to have one of the systems more cost-effective by rewarding health care
most highly educated workforces in the nation. She providers for outcomes rather than paying them for the
will fight to increase education funding, expand early number of services they provide. As State Senator, she
childhood education, and to make higher education will also fight to hold insurance companies accountable
more affordable by holding down tuition costs and to patients, provide adequate support for the Statewide
implementing loan forgiveness programs. Health Improvement Program (SHIP), and to better
develop the state’s mental health system to support
GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION Minnesotans with mental illnesses and chemically
Gun injuries and deaths are a public health crisis. Yet dependency issues.

we have not been able to pass effective gun violence
prevention measures in Minnesota - even ones that
have broad public support and that have been shown
to reduce gun deaths. Bonnie strongly supports
passage of expanded background checks on gun sales
in Minnesota and Red Flag legislation.
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TRANSPORTATION

Bonnie will work to fund a comprehensive
transportation package, including a long-term plan
for repairing and maintaining our transportation
infrastructure, which will lift more Minnesotans out of
poverty, expand transit service in rural communities,
and help narrow racial disparities. She will fight for a
modernized gas tax to support infrastructure projects
and the creation of rapid transit lines across the
Minneapolis-St. Paul metro area.

JOB CREATION AND THE ECONOMY

Bonnie will help develop an economy that works for
everyone, not just the 1%. As State Senator, she will
fight to ensure comprehensive paid sick leave and paid
time off, create more opportunities for low-income
Minnesotans, and keep Minnesota a competitive place
for small-business and large companies alike.

PAST RESULTS

IN THE DISTRICT

2016 STATE SENATE

Democrat: 18,297
Republican: 23,896

2018 CONGRESSIONAL

Democrat: 22,735: 49.7%
Republican: 22,976: 50.3%

2018 U.S. SENATE

Democrat: 17,259: 59.5%
Republican: 18,689: 40.5%

2016 PRESIDENTIAL

Clinton: 22,276: 44.46%
Trump: 23,716: 47.33%

ABOUT THE DISTRICT

Nested Congressional Districts
3:D+1

Minnesota's 34th Senate District sits in Southeast
Minnesota, encompassing the cities of Maple Grove,
Osseo, Dayton, and Rogers.

ABOUT THE OPPONENT

Warren Limmer is the current Republican incumbent

in Minnesota’s 34th Senate District. He is endorsed by
the Minnesota Gun Owner’s PAC and the NRA, and

has voted in favor of expanding gun rights, including a
vote to pass a 2012 bill that expanded the use of deadly
force in self-defense. He voted against Minnesota
establishing a healthcare exchange as prescribed by the
Affordable Care Act, and has voted to ban state funding
for any and all abortion programs. His voting record

has earned him an award for conservative achievement
from the American Conservative Union, and his anti-
environment votes have earned a 20% from Clean
Water Action.

WHY THIS RACE IS IMPORTANT

The Minnesota Senate is the best Democratic chamber-
flip opportunity of 2020. Democrats are down just

2 seats in this chamber, which has not been up since
2016. This means there are great districts that have
trended towards Democrats since their last election,
which are ripe for flipping this year.

Flipping this chamber would deliver a Democratic
trifecta to the state of Minnesota, since Governor
Tim Walz is a Democrat who is not up in 2020, and
Democrats flipped the state house blue in 2018.

These are ‘last chance’ races: whoever is elected in
2020 will draw the next round of district lines.
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https://justfacts.votesmart.org/candidate/evaluations/3908/warren-limmer
https://votesmart.org/bill/14779/38798/3908/expands-the-use-of-deadly-force-in-self-defense#38798
https://votesmart.org/bill/16289/42963/3908/establishes-the-minnesota-health-insurance-exchange#42963
https://votesmart.org/bill/9444/25784/3908/ban-on-state-funds-for-abortions#25784
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WHY MINNESOTA IS IMPORTANT

MINNESOTA FAST FACTS

e Current Control: Divided. Governor - D; Senate -
R; House - D

e Gubernatorial Election: Not in 2020

¢ Length of State Senate Term: 4 years

e Candidate Filing Deadline: June 2, 2020 (DFL en-
dorsement conventions held earlier)

e State Legislative Primary Date: August 11, 2020
(subject to change)

¢ Redistricting: Congressional and state legislative
lines drawn by state legislature; Governor has veto
power over maps

e Electoral College Votes: 10
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BROADER 2020 OPPORTUNITIES

Minnesota is a critical battleground presidential state.
Trump narrowly lost Minnesota (44.9% to Clinton’s
46.4%) and plans to work hard to win it in 2020.

His campaign has already announced a strategy to
aggressively target small, often overlooked counties
in MN to add up to a statewide win. Democrats
cannot take MN'’s 10 Electoral College votes for
granted this year.

There is also an important Senate race in Minnesota this
year, where Democrats must protect Tina Smith’s seat,
as well as competitive Congressional races (including
MN-07 and MN-02).

Working to support MN State Senate candidates will be
instrumental in helping drive turnout up and down the
ticket in this historic election year.
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https://www.axios.com/newsletters/axios-am-48d7de09-7aa8-4e84-8539-c7fb6a348160.html?link_id=28&can_id=885dc0e3b0b312a1cb62baf2fece31a4&source=email-weekend-reading-december-15-2019&email_referrer=email_684050&email_subject=weekend-reading-december-15-2019

