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Dr. Frances “Vinell” Jackson is running for North Carolina House District 45. Her education, 
professional experience, community service and values make her the best candidate 
to represent the citizens of North Carolina’s House District 45. Frances is a dedicated 
Democrat committed to serving the best interests of her community.

Frances was born, raised and received her initial education in Cumberland County.  She 
earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Transportation and Economics at North Carolina 
A&T State University. She then earned a Master of Arts in Political Science at Fayetteville 

State University and a PhD in Public Policy and Administration from Walden University.

Frances has had an extensive career in state and local government.  After college, she served for 11 years as a 
transportation and community planner at the Cumberland County Planning Department. Next, she served as a 
Zoning Administrator and Transportation Director in Hoke County.  She then served as a Transit Analyst for the 
City of Fayetteville. She taught high school civics and economics at Hoke County High School, and most recently 
she served as a Cumberland County Magistrate. Her experiences in public policy and public service have prepared 
her well to represent House District 45.

ON THE ISSUES

EDUCATION FUNDING AND QUALITY

Frances believes that every student in North Carolina 
deserves access to a high quality education. As a 
State Representative, she will work to invest in North 
Carolina’s public schools to ensure that every student 
receives the best public school education possible. 

As a former Civics and Economics teacher and current 
adjunct instructor, Frances understands and supports 
educators. She will fight for timely raises for teachers 
as well as other education workers who help our 
students thrive, including bus drivers, custodians and 
cafeteria workers. 
 

HEALTHCARE

Frances understands that every North Carolinian 
deserves access to quality, affordable healthcare. She 
will work to expand access to health insurance for 
more residents, which will improve the health of our 
state while reducing costs for everyone. 
 

JOBS & ECONOMY

Frances recognizes that the bedrock of our community 
is our workforce. As a state representative, she will 
work to expand local education and workforce training 
programs to help grow the economy, particularly in 
rural areas of North Carolina.

ABOUT THE DISTRICT

NESTED CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 
CD8: R+8; CD9: R+8

North Carolina’s 45th State House district is located in 
Cumberland County, and includes the city of Fayetteville 
as well as a number of towns including Eastover, Hope 
Mills, and Wade.  North Carolina state representatives 
represent an average of 79,462 residents, as of the 2010 
Census.The state has grown - after the 2000 Census, each 
member represented approximately 67,078 residents. 

https://ballotpedia.org/Population_represented_by_state_legislators
https://ballotpedia.org/Population_represented_by_state_legislators
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/sdp-nc-jackson
https://www.facebook.com/JacksonForNC45/
https://francesjackson2020.com/
https://twitter.com/JacksonForNC45
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PAST RESULTS  
IN THE DISTRICT

2016 GUBERNATORIAL

Democrat: 48.3%
Republican: 51.7%

2018 STATE SENATE

Democrat: 50.8%
Republican: 49.2%

2016 PRESIDENTIAL

Clinton: 48.7%
Trump: 51.3%

2012 PRESIDENTIAL

Obama: 50.20%
Romney: 49.8%

REDISTRICTING AND  
GERRYMANDERING

North Carolina’s congressional and state legislative 
districts are epic, infamous examples of Republican 
gerrymandering. In 2018, Republicans won 50 percent 
of the vote but held on to a whopping 10 of North 
Carolina’s 13 congressional seats. 

The congressional and state legislative gerrymandering 
by Republicans has been the subject of extensive 
litigation. In 2019, a state court panel threw out the 
state legislative maps for being unconstitutionally 
gerrymandered, and they were redrawn. The new 
districts are a mixed bag for Democrats, but they do 
create some new opportunities for Democratic gains.

ABOUT  
THE OPPONENT 

Republican John Szoka has represented North Carolina 
House District 45 since 2013. He is a radically right-
wing arch-conservative. His past pro-gun voting record 
has earned him A ratings from the NRA. Despite the 
fact that the rate of gun deaths in North Carolina 
increased 11% from 2008 to 2017, Szoka opposes 
the requirement of licenses to own guns and supports 
the rights of gun owners to carry concealed weapons 
without a permit. 

Szoka has long advanced policies that make it harder to 
vote and for votes to count fairly. He co-sponsored a bill 
to require photo identification in order to vote and has 
voted repeatedly against bills that would establish an 
independent or bipartisan commission for redistricting. 
He has also voted against Medicaid expansion bills that 
would have provided affordable healthcare to thousands 
of his own constituents. Further, as recently as 2019, 
Szoka stated that he was opposed to same-sex marriage 
and is opposed to including sexual orientation in North 
Carolina’s anti-discrimination laws. He is also an ardent 
supporter of capital punishment, and even voted in 
2013 for the repeal of the Racial Justice Act, which 
prohibited seeking or imposing the death penalty on the 
basis of race. 
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83,253 30,862 10.2% 52.6% 35.6% 5.6% 1.6% 4.6% $25,153 16.8% 5.5% 21.7% 29.7% 13.6%

DISTRICT DEMOGRAPHICS 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/03/opinion/north-carolina-gerrymander-map.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/03/us/north-carolina-gerrymander-unconstitutional.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/03/us/north-carolina-gerrymander-unconstitutional.html


NORTH CAROLINA |  HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 45

WHY THIS RACE  
IS  IMPORTANT

To flip this chamber, Democrats need to win 6 House 
seats. Momentum is on our side: in 2018, Democrats 
broke Republican supermajorities in both chambers. We 
can build on this energy to flip at least one chamber in 
NC’s legislature this year.

Flipping a chamber would give Democrats a critical seat 
at the redistricting table. As in many states, Republicans 
in North Carolina brutally gerrymandered the maps 
in their favor in the last round of redistricting. As one 
example, 2018 Democratic candidates for NC House 
received 51% of the vote, but only won 45% of the 
seats. We can prevent this by flipping a chamber and 
ensuring that Democrats have a voice in the next round 
of redistricting. This is particularly important because 
the Governor in NC does not have veto power over the 
maps. So even when Democratic Governor Roy Cooper 
wins re-election, we will still need Democratic control of 
a chamber to have a say in redistricting. As happened in 
Virginia in 2019, a number of NC districts have recently 
been redrawn, after courts held they were illegally 
gerrymandered in favor of Republicans. The new maps 
are not a slam-dunk for Democrats, but they do provide 
some new opportunities on balance. 

North Carolina’s state house contests are ‘last chance’ 
races: whoever is elected in 2020 will draw the next 
round of district lines.

WHY NORTH CAROLINA 
 IS  IMPORTANT

NORTH CAROLINA FAST FACTS

• Current Control: Divided. Governor – D; Senate – 
R; House – R

• Gubernatorial Election: Up in 2020
• Length of State Senate and House Terms: 2 years
• Candidate Filing Deadline: December 20, 2019
• State Legislative Primary Date: March 3, 2020
• Redistricting: Congressional and state legislative 

lines drawn by state legislature; Governor does not 
have veto power

• Electoral College Votes: 15
 
BROADER 2020 OPPORTUNITIES 

• North Carolina is a battleground presidential state 
this year. Obama carried NC in 2008 before Romney 
won in ‘12 by 2 points, and Trump won it by just 3 
points. Democrats have a tremendous opportunity 
to claim NC’s 15 Electoral College votes this year.

• Democratic Governor Roy Cooper is up for 
re-election in 2020. It’ll be a very competitive 
reelection race.

• There is also an important, very competitive Senate 
race in North Carolina this year (R-Tillis), as well as 
competitive Congressional races (including NC-02, 
NC-06, and NC-09).

• Working to support NC state legislative candidates 
will be instrumental in helping drive turnout up and 
down the ticket in this historic election year.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2018/11/13/least-three-states-republicans-lost-popular-vote-won-house/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2018/11/13/least-three-states-republicans-lost-popular-vote-won-house/

