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Sharon served for 12 years as an administrative support staff member on Plano 
Independent School District elementary, middle and high school campuses. During that 
time, she was twice nominated for the Superintendent’s Service Award and was awarded 
Texas PTA Honorary Life Memberships from both Rice Middle School and McMillen High 
School. At McMillen H.S. she served as the faculty liaison to the PTSA. She participated in 
the School Based Improvement Committee (SBIC) at Rice Middle School as a community 
member and was appointed to the district’s School Health Advisory Committee (SHAC), 
serving for three years. Throughout her children’s academic careers, she was an active 

volunteer with parent groups, booster clubs, and after-school activities.

Sharon earned a General Studies Associate degree from Collin College and a Bachelor of Applied Arts and 
Sciences from the University of North Texas (UNT). She graduated summa cum laude from Collin College in 2012 
and summa cum laude from UNT in 2014. 

Throughout her career and education, Sharon has remained an active member of the community and a proud 
Democrat. Today, Sharon is an active member of the League of Women Voters and is a founding member and 
former president of Women Organizing Women Democrats. 

Sharon decided to run for Texas State House District 66 in 2018 to break the one-party rule that has shut out the 
concerns of so many in her district and across the state. That year, she came within 391 votes of a historic victory. 
Empowered by that experience, Sharon is running again to represent the district in 2020. 

ON THE ISSUES

EDUCATION

For far too long, Texas representatives have 
underfunded, undermined, and attempted to privatize 
public schools. Like many House District 66 residents, 
Sharon is immensely proud of the Plano ISD public 
schools. Yet, due to a bill passed in 2019, Plano ISD will 
operate with a budget deficit this year and send $159.5 
million to the state as their recapture obligation. 

Sharon believes that public schools are the foundation 
of our communities. As a State Representative, she will 
defend and strengthen public schools by working to 
provide staff, students, and parents the resources they 
need to be successful. She will oppose vouchers or any 
other schemes, such as educational savings accounts 
and tax credit scholarships, that divert funding from 
public schools.

VOTER RIGHTS & GERRYMANDERING 

Sharon understands that the right to vote is 
fundamental to our democracy. As a State 
Representative, she will work to expand voting locations 
and hours, extend early voting, institute secure online, 
automatic, and same-day voter registration, and roll 
back the discriminatory voter ID requirements that 
the Texas government has wasted millions of taxpayer 
dollars defending in court. 

In addition, Sharon will seek to stop the partisan 
gerrymandering that has led to untenable political 
polarization. She will work toward the establishment 
of a nonpartisan redistricting commission that removes 
political incentives from our duty to conduct free and 
fair elections.

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/sdp-tx-hirsch
https://www.sharon4tx.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Sharon4TX/ 
https://twitter.com/Sharon4TX 
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HEALTH & WELL-BEING

One of Sharon’s top priorities will be expanding 
Medicaid eligibility under the Affordable Care Act. 
Expanding Medicaid has been shown to improve health 
outcomes, reduce uncompensated care costs, and 
drive economic growth in 34 states. Sharon believes 
that good health provides both a private benefit to an 
individual and a public benefit to society. 

WOMEN’S ISSUES

Sharon fully supports equal rights for all women. She 
will work to ensure that women receive equal pay for 
equal work. She respects and supports a woman’s right 
to choice and privacy when making personal healthcare 
decisions. She also believes that the government must 
not be used as a tool to intervene between a woman 
and her family, friends, faith community, and physician. 
She will advocate for access to low-cost health care and 
contraceptives, quality prenatal and postpartum care, 
and paid family leave.

GUN REFORM

Sharon recognizes that gun violence is a public health 
issue. On this deeply divisive topic, she believes that 
the Texas legislature must find common ground to act in 
the State’s best interest. The State must act to require 
background checks for all gun purchases, enact red flag 
and safe storage laws, fund gun violence research, and 
support fingerprint technology. Furthermore, Sharon 
believes that assault-style rifles have no place in our 
communities and that the continued propagation of 
these weapons is ultimately to the detriment of public 
safety. We cannot continue to do nothing simply 
because we cannot agree on everything.

SUSTAINABILITY & ENVIRONMENT

Sharon knows the importance of prioritizing 
sustainability and environmental protection. The 
availability of clean drinking water will continue to 
be an issue as the Texas population grows. Sharon 
believes that conservation is the least expensive and 
controversial way to protect the water supply and 
must be a key component of the State’s plan. She also 
believes in the importance of a comprehensive strategy 
of infrastructure investment which is both economically 
feasible and environmentally friendly.

Over the past decade, Texas has made tremendous 
progress in reducing its reliance on fossil fuels and 
moving toward a green energy future, but there is more 
work to be done. As the State has become the national 
leader in wind power, she believes they must encourage 
additional forms of renewable energy to diversify and 
strengthen the State’s grid and reduce carbon emissions 
across all sectors of the economy. Sharon will work 
to accomplish this through a combination of energy 
policies, including implementation of a revenue neutral 
carbon tax and offering financial incentives to offset the 
cost of energy efficient improvements to residential and 
commercial structures.

ABOUT THE DISTRICT
Nested Congressional Districts

CD3: R+13

Texas House District 66 is located in the Dallas 
metropolitan area of Collin County, and includes Plano 
and far North Dallas.  Texas state representatives 
represent an average of 167,637 residents. The state 
has grown - after the 2000 Census, each member 
represented 139,012 residents. 
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https://ballotpedia.org/Population_represented_by_state_legislators
https://ballotpedia.org/Population_represented_by_state_legislators
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PAST RESULTS  
IN THE DISTRICT

2018 STATE HOUSE

Democrat: 33,764, 49.72%
Republican: 34,142, 50.28%

Total: 67,906

2018 GUBERNATORIAL

Valdez: 30,668; 44.15%
Abbott: 37,534; 54.03%

Total: 69,464

2018 SENATE

O’Rourke: 36,763; 52.52%
Cruz: 32,760; 46.80%

Total: 70,002

2016 PRESIDENTIAL

Clinton: 33,412; 46.24%
Trump: 35,728; 49.45%

Total: 72,256

2012 PRESIDENTIAL

Obama: 24,895; 37.46%
Romney: 40,639; 61.15%

Total: 66,462

ABOUT THE OPPONENT

Republican Matt Shaheen has represented Texas House 
District 66 since 2015.  Shaheen is a member of the Tex-
as Freedom Caucus, which supports extreme right-wing 
policies.  Shaheen is running on a right-wing platform of 
reducing immigration, repealing the Affordable Care Act 
repeal, and narrowing abortion rights.  

In 2019, Shaheen co-sponsored a bill that authorized 
the open carry of handguns in Texas. He has also voted 
on three separate bills that permitted the concealed car-
ry of handguns in places of worship, college campuses, 
and school parking areas. All of these positions earned 

him a 93% rating from the NRA. Further, Shaheen has 
voted against immigrants, women’s healthcare, and the 
LGBTQ community, earning a 0% rating from Equality 
Texas and a 0% rating from NARAL Pro-Choice America. 

WHY THIS RACE 
 IS  IMPORTANT

Democrats need 9 seats in the Texas House to gain a 
majority. That might seem like a lot, but it’s not – there 
are 150 seats in the chamber. Democrats gained 12 
seats in the House in 2018, the biggest shift in the 
House since Republicans stormed through in 2010. 
Momentum is now on our side.

There are 9 House seats currently held by a Republican, 
where Beto O’Rourke won in 2018. Even if we just won 
those seats, we could flip the chamber. Sharon Hirsch’s 
district is one of those Beto districts -- Beto received 
52.52% of the votes in House District 66 in 2018. 

Texas is currently a Republican trifecta. Winning this 
chamber will break the trifecta and provide Democrats 
with a critical seat at the table for redistricting, so that 
Republicans cannot repeat the horrible gerrymandering 
that has kept them locked in to power for decades.

These are ‘last chance’ races: whoever is elected in 
2020 will draw the next round of district lines. 
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REDISTRICTING & 
GERRYMANDERING

Texas Republicans have epically gerrymandered the 
state’s congressional and state legislative lines. As one 
measure of how far out of whack the lines are, Texas 
currently has 36 seats in the House of Representatives, 
and according to statewide voting patterns 19 of those 
seats should be filled by Republicans, and 17 of them 
should be occupied by Democrats. Instead, Texas is 
represented by 23 Republicans and only 13 Democrats.

The maps that the GOP-controlled state legislature 
drew after the 2010 census have been the subject of 
extensive litigation. Unfortunately, on June 25, 2018, 
the Supreme Court reversed a district court decision 
that had struck down several congressional and state 
legislative district lines in the state as unconstitutional 
racial gerrymanders. The decision in Abbott v. Perez put 
to rest a seven-year legal battle over Texas’s 

gerrymandered legislative maps. The conservative 
Supreme Court essentially rejected the claims that 
Republican lawmakers in the state had drawn electoral 
districts to intentionally dilute minority voters’ 
influence—otherwise known as racial gerrymandering. 
This has likely emboldened the GOP to continue to 
gerrymander, if they manage to retain control of the 
legislature for the next round of mapmaking in 2021.  
That is why we must flip the House, to ensure that 
Democrats have a seat at the redistricting table.

WHY TEXAS  
IS  IMPORTANT

TEXAS FAST FACTS

• Current Control: Republican Trifecta (since 2003)
• Gubernatorial Election: Not in 2020
• Length of State House term: 2 years
• Candidate Filing Deadline: December 9, 2019
• State Legislative Primary Date: March 3, 2020; 

Runoffs July 14, 2020 (subject to further delay)
• Redistricting: Congressional and state legislative 

lines drawn by state legislature; Governor has veto 
power over maps

• Electoral College Votes: 38

BROADER 2020 OPPORTUNITIES 

Texas is ‘bluing’ – and it has important implications for 
the presidential election. While Romney carried Texas by 
16 points in 2012, Trump’s win was by 9 points just four 
years later. And since then, demographic and partisan 
shifts have continued to swing in our favor, as evidenced 
by Beto O’Rourke’s narrow 3-pt loss for the Senate in 
2018, and Democrats’ 12-seat pickup in the state  
house that year.

There is a competitive Senate race (R-Cornyn), as well 
as a tremendous number of important, competitive 
Congressional races in TX this year (including TX-22, TX-
24, TX-10, TX-21 and TX-31).

Working to support TX State House candidates will be 
instrumental in helping drive turnout up and down the 
ticket in this historic election year.

https://ballotpedia.org/Redistricting_in_Texas
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/17pdf/17-586_o7kq.pdf

