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Deb Andraca is a wife, a mother of two, a teacher, and an active community volunteer. She 
has worked for large international companies, political campaigns, trade associations and 
non-profit organizations. She has also spent 17 years working hard to make Wisconsin’s 
23rd assembly district better for families, and she believes there’s still much work to be 
done.

Deb’s career began in politics. After graduating from Syracuse University, she moved to 
Washington DC, where she worked for the Solar Energy Industries Association, a trade 

group of large and small renewable energy companies. While working full-time she earned a master’s degree 
in political management at George Washington University. When her husband’s career moved their family 
to Chicago, then Houston, and then finally Milwaukee, Deb served as a press secretary for a Congressional 
campaign, a communications director and lobbyist at the Environmental Law and Policy Center of the Midwest, 
and a Vice President at FleishmanHillard Public Relations.  

Deb then became a stay-at-home mom to raise her two young children. While doing so, she continued to 
serve her community. She led two Girl Scout troops, volunteered at the local school, hosted fundraisers for the 
Urban Ecology Center, and served as PTO board member and president. As her daughters got older and more 
independent, she became active with Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense and started taking classes at Alverno 
College to earn a teacher’s license.

Upon earning her license, she began to substitute teach at local public schools and experienced first-hand a 
lockdown drill in her kids’ school. The lights were turned off, students were gathered away from doors and 
windows, and the entire classroom of third graders was silent and fearful. It was frightening for everyone in the 
classroom, and that experience drove Deb to take action, so that no child would ever have to face this fear. 

For many years, as a constituent, Deb tried to convince Representative Jim Ott (R) to support common-sense 
gun laws, take action to prevent climate change, support Wisconsin’s public schools and teachers, and ensure 
all Wisconsin families had access to affordable, high-quality health care. Most of Deb’s calls, letters and meeting 
requests were ignored. So she decided to run for State Assembly and represent Wisconsin residents like herself.

ON THE ISSUES

EDUCATION 

Today, Wisconsin’s share of school funding remains 
below its 2011 level, despite the state’s recent claims 
of “historic investments in public schools.” Deb believes 
the state should invest more in public education, and 
ensure that local schools are equipped to prepare 
students for the future. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
highlighted how connected we are globally. Students 
need skills such as flexibility, collaboration, adaptability, 
and critical thinking to succeed in the global economy. 

Deb believes that the state needs to equip students 
and teachers with the technology to prepare students 
for the careers of the future. 

For far too long, the Wisconsin Legislature has been 
playing politics with school budgets. This has caused 
the state to lose quality teachers, and some students 
are unable to get the special education intervention 
they desperately need. Deb believes all students de-
serve high quality schools, and that education should 
not be a partisan issue. As a State Representative, she 
will support full funding for public schools. 

https://www.debforwi.com/
https://www.facebook.com/debforwisconsin 
http://www.instagram.com/debforwi 
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/sdp-wi-andraca  
http://www.twitter.com/debforwi 
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COMMON SENSE GUN LAWS

When Deb met with Jim Ott just a few days before 
the Wisconsin special session on gun safety, she asked 
him to support background checks and extreme risk 
protection orders. Jim Ott said no. Deb will say YES to 
measures that reduce gun violence while protecting 
Second Amendment rights.  

Deb believes that we all need to feel safe in our homes, 
on our roadways, in our schools, and in our places of 
worship. To help prevent mass shootings, and to help 
reduce the epidemic of suicide in the state of Wisconsin, 
Deb supports measures such as red flag laws that allow 
a judge, using evidence and due-process protections, 
to remove guns from individuals who are a threat to 
themselves or others.  

SAFE AND FAIR ELECTIONS

Deb believes that on Election Day, we want to spread 
democracy, not Coronavirus. Jim Ott voted against 
giving Wisconsin voters access to voting by mail -- from 
the safety of his home. Deb wants to make sure that 
every eligible voter can vote, and vote safely. She also 
believes that voters should choose their politicians, not 
the other way around, and will fight for fair redistricting.

HEALTH CARE

The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed massive 
shortcomings in Wisconsin’s health care infrastructure. 
When they should be coming together for the public 
schools, elected representatives in the state are trying 
to score political points at the expense of public health. 
For years, the state’s public health departments have 
been understaffed and underfunded. Deb will fight to 
make sure that they have the funding they need. 

 

For too many Wisconsin families, health care is 
inaccessible or unaffordable. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, millions are losing jobs, which for many of 
these families means losing their health care coverage.

Deb believes that Wisconsin must expand BadgerCare 
and accept federal Medicaid dollars to make health care 
coverage more accessible for families. Doing so will 
save millions of state dollars while providing additional 
federal dollars that can be used in the fight against 
COVID-19. Deb also believes the state should make 
COVID-19 testing and treatment available at minimal 
cost to every resident in order to prevent the spread of 
the disease. 
 

RESTORING WISCONSIN’S  
ENVIRONMENTAL LEGACY

Deb worked in Washington DC at the Solar Energy 
Industries Association, and she later became 
communications director at the Environmental Law 
and Policy Center of the Midwest. She learned how 
green technology can create great 21st century jobs 
and drive economic development, and she worked 
to preserve natural areas such as the Chequamegon-
Nicolet National Forest and valuable prairie land along 
the Mississippi River. 

Jim Ott is a former TV weatherman who denies that 
climate change is real. In fact he used to publish a 
newsletter “debunking” climate scientists. He says he 
loves to go fishing, but he votes against measures that 
would protect Wisconsin’s waterways and air from 
pollution. The 23rd assembly district has more than 20 
miles of Lake Michigan coastline that need protection. 
Deb will vote to protect Wisconsin’s natural areas  
while driving economic development with sustainable 
green jobs.
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ABOUT  
THE DISTRICT

Nested Congressional Districts
4: D+25, 6: R+8

The 23rd State Assembly District is located north of 
Milwaukee and includes Grafton and Thiensville.

PAST RESULTS  
IN THE DISTRICT

2018 STATE LEG

Democrat: 48.01%
Republican: 51.93%

2018 US SENATE

Baldwin (D): 18,864; 53.32%
Vukmi (R) : 16,514; 46.68%

2018 GOVERNOR

Evers (D): 16,793; 47.29%
Walker (R): 18,294; 51.51%

2016 PRESIDENT

Clinton: 18,543; 50.43%
Trump: 16,477: 44.81% 

ABOUT  
THE OPPONENT 

Jim Ott has represented the 23rd District in the 
Wisconsin State Assembly since 2006. In that time, he 
has voted in lockstep with hardline Republican values.

He has systematically worked to weaken labor unions 
by co-sponsoring a bill prohibiting local governments 
from requiring project labor agreements, as well as a 
bill prohibiting employers from mandating that their 
employees join unions. These positions on labor have 
earned him a 5% rating from the Wisconsin AFL-CIO 

and a 0% rating from Wisconsin’s chapter of the Service 
Employees International Union (SEIU).

Despite being a weatherman, Ott is one of the loudest 
climate change deniers in the Wisconsin Assembly

Jim Ott also has a strong anti-choice voting record, 
earning him a 100% rating from Wisconsin Right to 
Life. He has co-sponsored a Wisconsin bill prohibiting 
abortion coverage by any health insurance plan sold 
through the state healthcare insurance exchange.

Through his terrible votes on the environment and gun 
safety, Ott has earned a 0% rating from the Sierra Club 
and a 93% rating from the NRA. 

WHY THIS RACE  
IS  IMPORTANT

In 2018, Democratic candidates received 200,000 more 
votes than Republicans and won all statewide offices, 
but are teetering on the brink of superminority  
in the Assembly. 

Just 2 years ago, Democrats received 54% of the vote 
for State Assembly, but won only 36% of the seats, 
all due to Republican gerrymandering.The GOP is 
just 3 seats away from gaining a supermajority in the 
House. Fending off a Republican supermajority in the 
House will allow Democrats to retain a seat at the 
redistricting table. If we can keep the GOP from gaining 
a supermajority, we can retain Democratic Governor 
Evers’ veto power over the next set of maps.

These are ‘last chance’ races: whoever is elected to the 
WI state legislature in 2020 will draw the next round of 
district lines.

http://legis.wisconsin.gov/ltsb/gisdocs/AssemblyMaps/ASM_23_Poster_Map.pdf
https://votesmart.org/bill/22575/58668/67293/prohibits-localities-from-requiring-project-labor-agreements#58668
https://votesmart.org/bill/19479/51195/67293/prohibits-employers-from-mandating-employees-to-join-or-pay-unions#51195
https://votesmart.org/bill/14027/37096/67293/prohibits-abortion-coverage-through-healthcare-insurance-exchanges#37096
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WHY WISCONSIN  
IS  IMPORTANT

WISCONSIN FAST FACTS

• Current Control: Divided. Governor – D; Senate – 
R; House – R

• Gubernatorial Election: Not up in 2020
• Length of State Assembly Terms: 2 years
• Candidate Filing Deadline: June 1, 2020
• State Legislative Primary Date: August 11, 2020
• Redistricting: State legislature controls 

Congressional and state legislative redistricting; 
Governor has veto over maps

• Electoral College Votes: 10

 
BROADER 2020 OPPORTUNITIES 

Wisconsin is a critical, perennial battleground 
presidential state. Before Trump won by 22,000 votes 
in 2016, Wisconsites had voted for the Democratic 
presidential nominee in each election since 1992. 
Wisconsin is one of the “Big Four” states that are 
likely to control the outcome of the 2020 presidential 
election, and many pundits believe WI may be the single 
state upon which the election will turn. Democrats have 
a tremendous opportunity to claim WI’s 10 Electoral 
College votes this year, with smart organizing,  
expanding the electorate through voter registration, and 
turnout efforts.

There are also two competitive Congressional races in 
WI this year (WI-03 and WI-07).

Working to support WI state legislative candidates will 
be instrumental in helping drive turnout up and down 
the ticket in this historic election year.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/the-2020-electoral-map-could-be-the-smallest-in-years-heres-why/2019/08/31/61d4bc9a-c9a9-11e9-a1fe-ca46e8d573c0_story.html

