BRIANA SEWELL
VIRGINIA HOUSE OF DELEGATES | DISTRICT 51
2021: RUNNING

Born and raised in Prince William County, Briana is the daughter of high school
sweethearts from Selma, Alabama, brought to this community by their service to our
country. Both of her parents served in the United States Air Force for over 20 years. At
retirement, her father held the rank of Senior Master Sergeant, and her mother held the
rank of Lieutenant Colonel.
From a young age, her parents instilled in her the importance of integrity and service
to others. After being stationed in the Republic of Panama for three years, Briana and
her family returned to Lake Ridge, Virginia, which she has always called home. Briana
is a proud product of Prince William County Public Schools. She went on to earn her
Bachelor’s degree in Public Policy from the College of William and Mary and a Master’s
degree in Public Administration from American University.
Briana returned home upon graduation to serve as Prince William County District
Director for Congressman Connolly. In her role, she led the office in local community
engagement and provided strong constituent services to thousands of area residents.
Through this experience, Briana saw the endless possibilities for good when moral and
compassionate leaders are in office.
As a District Director, a community organizer, and in her current role as Chief of Staff
to the County Chair, Briana has been listening to the people’s concerns for the entirety
of her professional life. She understands the issues of this district because she has
witnessed them and lived through them. Briana will bring a bold new voice to the 51st
District and be ready to legislate on day one.
Read more on Briana’s website.
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On The Issues
Covid Relief
As a Prince William County employee, Briana has spent every day since March of 2020
working on COVID-19 issues. She has a deep understanding of the vaccine distribution
process and how the responsibilities are divided between the different levels of
government. She will work to secure funding at the state level to establish a Prince
William County Health Department and work to ensure an equitable COVID recovery.
This includes reducing unemployment, supporting small businesses, increasing access to
healthcare, and making reliable internet more accessible.
Jobs & the Economy
Briana knows that Prince William County’s population doubles after 6pm every night
as everyone returns home from their jobs. But Briana believes it’s time we create more
good-paying jobs here in the 51st to benefit the local economy. A prosperous small
business community is vital to fostering economic growth, helping to give residents
a better sense of place, and mitigating that after-work traffic congestion. Since 2018,
Briana has worked with the Virginia Campaign for a Family Friendly Economy to garner
bipartisan support for policies that benefit working families. She has worked to support
policies like paid family and medical leave, lower-cost child-care, and affordable college
and job training programs. Briana knows that when working families have the support
they need, the whole economy benefits, especially during this public health crisis. If
elected, she will continue working towards these policies at the state level.
Transportation
At a time when so many are struggling financially, Briana recognizes the importance
of sustainable funding for public transportation. When elected, Briana will work with
legislative colleagues, local governments, and experts to invest in new methods of transit
and come up with ways to reduce traffic in the area. The 51st district contains some
of the most prolonged and harmful traffic in the country, but Briana believes in finding
creative solutions. She will also continue her long-standing work in bringing Metrorail to
Prince William County.
Education
As a product of the Prince William County public school system, Briana has seen
firsthand its benefits and shortcomings. Prior to the pandemic, many of the schools
located within the 51st District were overcrowded, and there is great inequality in
resources based on one’s zip code. Briana believes every child deserves access to quality
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public education, so she will always advocate for students and teachers. Briana also
supports increasing vocational programs and providing alternatives to the traditional
four-year college path.
Veterans
As the daughter of two Air Force veterans, Briana knows the best way to honor
our veterans is to protect the health and well-being of them and their families. In
Congressman Connolly’s office and in her current role at the county level, Briana has
helped thousands of veterans get connected to the care they need. Oftentimes lifechanging situations can be resolved with a quick phone call or email, but Briana knows
how important it is to show up for the constituents. As a delegate, Briana will continue to
uphold a responsive and effective constituent services operation.
Environment
Briana has been a champion for the environment throughout her entire professional
career, starting in Congressman Connolly’s office. During that time, she spent years
working with local leaders and elected officials to shut down the pollutant-filled coal ash
pond in the neighboring town. Briana knows every citizen has a right to clean air and
clean drinking water. She will work hard to bring green jobs to our Commonwealth and
highlight the economic benefits of environmental legislation to ensure maximum buy-in
from all sectors.

Why This Race Is Important
In 2019, Democrats flipped the VA House of Delegates and hold a slim majority with 55
to 45 seats. But we saw in 2020 how so many state legislatures across the country lost
Democratic seats in record numbers, so we can’t be sure these 2019 gains in Virginia are
permanent. Most of the political pundits rank the control of the VA House of Delegates
as a Toss-Up. As Briana likes to say, the pathway to 51 (a Democratic majority) runs
through the 51st District. This seat is winnable, but Delegate Hala Ayala’s margins were
still within the single digits. Briana is not an incumbent, so the team will have to work
even harder to increase her name recognition and make sure we hold this critical seat.

About The District
Virginia’s 51st House of Delegates district is located in Prince William County and has
been represented by Democratic Delegate Hala Ayala since 2018.
Nested Congressional Districts: VA-1: R+8 | VA-10: D+1 | VA-11: D+15

www.sisterdistrict.com/candidates/briana-sewell

3

Election Timeline
May 17

May 28

June 8

Deadline to register to vote
(primary)

Deadline to request
absentee ballot (primary)

Election (primary)

October 11

October 22

November 2

Deadline to register to vote
(general)

Deadline to request
absentee ballot (general)

Election (general)

Past Results in the the District
2019 HOD
Democrat: 15,508, 54.58%
Republican: 12,882, 45.34%

2017 Gubernatorial
Democrat: 15,583, 55.15%
Republican: 12,370, 43.77%.

2017 HOD
Democrat: 15,244, 53.10%
Republican: 13,476, 46.90%

2016 Presidential
Democrat: 21,547, 51.55%
Republican: 17,814, 42.62%

Demographics
Population: 86,069
Households: 27,452
% Over 65: 10.70%
% White: 57.30%
% Black: 16.90%

% Latin: 14.60%
% Asian: 6.5%
% Other/Mixed: 4.6%
Median Income: 112,694
% Poverty: 5.60%

% Unemployment: 3.30%
% College Grad: 54.10%
% High School Grad: 39.1%
% No HS Grad: 6.80%

About the Opponent
Tim Cox is a resident of Woodbridge and Navy veteran who is running as a moderate
Republican. Jeffery Anthony Dover Jr. is a former two-time candidate for US House
in two different districts and has tied himself closely to the Trump Administration. In
previous campaigns, he has stated that he is opposed to a woman’s right to choose and
supports the repeal of the Affordable Care Act. He has also made it clear that he opposes
any gun safety regulations, a position earning him a 92% rating from the NRA in 2018.
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Why Virginia Is Important
Current Control: Democratic Trifecta (since 2020)
Gubernatorial Election: 2021
Length of House of Delegates term: 2 years
Redistricting: Congressional and State Legislative districts are drawn by a 16-member
commission comprising state legislators and citizens
Sister District Target: Blue Hold

Redistricting & Gerrymandering
The Commonwealth has long faced the consequences of political gerrymandering.
District boundaries have been a hot topic of conversation in past years. In 2020, the
Virginia legislature voted to create a bipartisan committee to handle the creation of new
electoral maps; Bipartisan redistricting is now in the hands of a 16 member committee
which was on a tight timeline to use 2020 census data to announce adjusted districts for
the upcoming House of Delegates elections in November 2021. The original plan had the
committee producing new maps by April 2020, but delayed census data from the federal
government has made new maps in time to give the state board of elections, localities,
and partisans time to effectively prepare for and hold elections unlikely. As of now, the
most likely scenario remains that 2021 will see no new maps, instead districts will remain
the same this year with new districts only taking effect in 2023.

Resources
Website: https://sewellfordelegate.com/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BrianaSewellVA/
Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/BrianaSewellVA
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/BrianaSewellVA
SDP ActBlue Link: https://secure.actblue.com/donate/sdp-va-sewell
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